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Christoph Mauch, Schattenkrieg gegen Hitler: Das Dritte Reich
im Visier der amerikanischen Geheimdienste 1941 - 1945.

Stuttgart: Deutsche Verlagsanstalt, 1999.
In the 1980' s the United States government decided to declassify the files of the Office of
Strategic Services (OSS) which was the organization preceding the CIA. Christoph Mauch, a German
historian and Deputy Director of the German Historical Institute in Washington, DC, thoroughly
studied the numerous now available documents. His research in the National Archives as well as in
various other archives in the United States and Europe resulted in his Habilitationsschrift [a scholar's
second study after the doctoral dissertation to make one eligible for a university position in
Germany]. A shortened and revised version of the study has now been published as a smoothly
written book that offers deep insight into America's secret war against Nazi Germany. Due to the
wide-spread popularity of spy novels and glorifying memoirs of participants, the view of the
intelligence services during World War II has been highly mythical for decades. Schattenkrieg gegen
Hitler, in contrast, demystifies the glamorous stereotypes by focusing on the real projects of the OSS

and the question how successful they were.
The appropriate starting point of every study of the OSS has to be William Joseph Donovan
(1883-1959). The former Wall Street lawyer was the director and leading head of the OSS. However,
Mauch' s study is not limited to biographical aspects of the most prominent protagonists. Neither
does it attempt to give an encyclopedic overview, although the chosen perspective is very wide.
Rather, it describes all the different kinds of OSS activities in chronological order. The vast range of
secret intelligence projects forced the author to select certain operations and aspects. For example,
Mauch sheds light on the American debate over strategic priorities and also examines the importance
of operations to infiltrate agents into Germany. Another chapter evaluates the role of German
immigrants in the United States. He discusses, furthermore; such different topics as the American
contacts to anti-Hitler groups in Germany and the use of American music in the radio war of
subversion. On more than a hundred pages of endnotes the author gives detailed archival evidence
and provides the reader with countless references for further reading.
Of particular interest here is the role of OSS agent Allen Welsh Dulles. The famous spymaster
was stationed in Bern, the capital of Switzerland. The so-called "window to the fascist world" is the
subject of an important chapter. From his flat at legendary Herrengasse 23 the man with the rimless
glasses led a complex network of agents who operated all over Europe. According to Mauch,
however, Dulles did not found the network. When he came to Bern in late 1942, he could take over
several contacts that had been established earlier. Nevertheless, Allen Dulles became very influential.
His cables to the OSS center in Washington were delivered immediately to the White House after they
had been decoded. However, it was very difficult to transmit the messages from Switzerland to the
United States for both political and technical reasons. On the one hand, Swiss authorities tried to limit
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the intelligence activities of the Axis powers as well as of the Allies because of the neutral status of
Switzerland. On the other hand, the federal telephone company could control the transmissions. The
Swiss government knew therefore, at least partially, the content of the Dulles cables. Strikingly, Dulles
also used these particular circumstances to inform the Swiss about certain developments.
Of some importance for the OSS were Allen Dulles' contacts to anti-Hitler groups in
Germany. However, he had to make clear to the German resistance that the US government would not
accept a coup d' 6tat against the Nazi regime without a military defeat of Germany. He could not
offer, therefore, the 'good Germans' any official assistance in the elimination of Adolf Hitler.
According to Mauch, this fact indicates that the OSS had only limited influence on US foreign
policy. Dulles nevertheless suggested that the German resistance movement should be supported.
After Stauffenberg' s attempt to assassinate Hitler on July 20, 1944 had failed, Dulles' hopes for a
miraculous end of the war were dashed.
Another central aspect of World War II is the Holocaust, despite its marginal strategic
significance. Yet it is referred to only incidentally in Mauch' s study. The author points out that
Dulles was aware of the deportations and killings of thousands of Jews. As long as the spymaster' s
network of espionage was not at stake, he provided some of the potential victims with documents and
money to enable them to escape. He did, however, not protest against the systematic extermination of
Jews and other minorities. Mauch leaves the issue open how much the OSS knew of the terror in
Germany and in German-occupied territories. Did the OSS encourage in any way the decisionmakers in the capitals of the Allies to include the fate of the Jews in their strategic and military
thinking?
Apart from this omission, the author draws convincing conclusions. He argues, for example,
that the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor could not have been predicted, a rumor that has persisted for
many years. The diplomatic code of the Japanese, which had been successfully broken by the
Americans, contained hints not only of an attack on Pearl Harbor, but on many other potential
targets. This made it impossible to predict the events of December 7, 1941. The code of the Japanese
navy, furthermore, that gave away time and target of the attack, was broken only partially. Another
interesting finding of Mauch is that President Roosevelt did not trust the OSS, but rather relied on his
instinct in strategic matters. This is truly astonishing since the OSS was so well informed about the
inner structure and the power of the Third Reich, a fact that Mauch' s detailed and stringent study
makes obvious.
Christo/ Muenger
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich
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NOTES

Othmar Ammann (1879-1965), an engineer and a most eminent bridge-builder, is one of

the most notable Swiss immigrants of the twentieth century who made his career in the United States.
Dari Rastorfer, Six Bridges. The Legacy of Othmar H. Ammann, published by Yale University Press on
April 10, 2000, is a beautifully crafted book with numerous stunning photographs of the six bridges
that transformed New York City. They are not only marvels of engineering ingenuity, but also works
of disciplined beauty, impressively documented in this richly illustrated study. It is written for the
specialist as well as the general reader and makes a beautiful gift for those interested in Swiss
Americana, in the history of engineering, and the evolution of today's New York City.
The flyer enclosed in this issue of the SAHS Review presents the pertinent data about this
impressive work which documents that Othmar Ammann belongs not only "in the pantheon of great
Americans," as a reviewer puts it, but also in that of great Swiss and Swiss-Americans.

*
Another noted Swiss American is Adolph Meyer. Sean Harris, Ph.D. candidate at UIC kindly
submitted this report of Lisa Mix on the Adolph Meyer website which is gratefully acknowledged:
The Alan Mason Chesney Medical Archives of the Johns Hopkins Medical Institution is
pleased to announce a new Web-based Guide to the Adolph Meyer Collection. The guide includes
biographical information about Adolph Meyer, a detailed inventory of the collection, and indices of
personal and corporate names. A search feature will be added soon.
Adolph Meyer (1866-1950) was a preeminent figure in twentieth-century psychiatry. A
pioneer in the field of psychobiology, Meyer encouraged study of the biological basis of mental
illness. He trained two generations of psychiatrists, elevated modes of diagnosis and treatment, and
conducted extensive research in neuroanatomy, neuropathology,

and psychiatry. His major

contributions include standardizing case histories, reforming care in state asylums, and co-founding
the mental hygiene movement.
The Adolph Meyer Collection is a vast resource (417 linear feet) for the study of twentiethcentury psychiatry and related fields. The materials document the rise of psychiatry in Europe and
the United States, and at Johns Hopkins in particular. The collection includes extensive professional
materials from throughout Meyer's career. There is significant correspondence with major figures in
psychiatry and other professions, and with those involved in movements such as mental hygiene, birth
control, and social work. Personal correspondence and diaries are also included.
The guide to the Adolph Meyer Collection is available in both HTML and SGML/EAD. It can
be accessed directly at:
<http://www.med.jhu.edu/medarchives/sgml/AMG-D.htm>
or through the Medical Archives Personal Papers Catalogue at:
<http://www.med.jhu.edu/medarchives/ppapers.htm>.
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